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Glad-tidings! Glad-tidings! The Herald of the King-
dom hath become manifest.

Glad-tidings! Glad-tidings! The prophecies of the
holy Books have been fulfilled.

Glad-tidings! Glad-tidings! The age of human
brotherhood is dawning upon mankind!

Glad-tidings! Glad-tidings! The Century of light and
Universal Peace hath come!"

As I read these vital words it seemed to me that they
were a most significant prelude to the enthusiastic recep-
tion given to him by the Unitarians of America at their
Convention in Boston, in the Tremont Temple.

Another beautiful talk that I may be permitted to trans-
late here from the Persian notes is the Beloved's words
to Bishop Birch of New York, who came to call on him
at the Hotel Ansonia on the sixth day of his arrival.
After a preliminary conversation he said:

2. Abdul Baha's Conversation with Bishop Birch of
New York City

"Praise be to God that stupendous material develop-
ments are obtained in this country; but material civiliza-
tion alone does not safeguard the progress of a nation;
because through material civilization, dynamite, Krupp
guns, projectiles and Mauser's rifles are invented: thus
the infernal instruments of human fratricide are multi-
plied and constantly perfected. Therefore, natural civili-
zation fosters both good and evil. All this warfare, and
bloodshed, and all this feverish multiplication of military
armaments are the results of material civilization. When
material civilization joins hands with spiritual civiliza-
tion, then it will be perfect. In*former times a wooden
box may have protected your objects from the thief, but